
The Cliff Walk winds along the top of tall
limestone cliffs, providing breath-taking
views of the rugged coastline, ocean scenery,
secluded beaches and tidal rock pools.

One of the most dramatic seaside
walks along the entire Victorian coast.
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About the
Cliff Walk

The walk has been maintained as a
narrow, meandering, environmentally
friendly track giving an opportunity
to appreciate the outstanding natural
viewscapes and indigenous flora
and birdlife.

The vegetation is typical of the
southern Victorian coast and is
most colourful in spring –
the main flowering season.

For further information and photographs
of local plants see Flowers of Anglesea
and Aireys Inlet. Margaret MacDonald,
(Ed) 2009 available from ANGAIR and
the local bookshop.The cliff tops are also home for

some significant native fauna.

The Rufous Bristlebird has a very
limited range along the southern coast
from Point Addis to the Murray River
mouth in South Australia. Although
classified as ‘threatened’, it can often
be seen feeding on the ground or
running through the dense under-
storey. Listen for the distinctive
loud penetrating call.

The Swamp Antechinus is a small
carnivorous marsupial that is
classified as ‘rare’ and is seldom
seen as it is mainly active around
dusk and at night.

The Cliff Walk has been developed
since the 1983 Ash Wednesday bush
fires that severely burnt almost all
the foreshore vegetation.
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Cliff Walk

The Cliff Walk from Painkalac Creek
mouth to the Sunnymead Beach
carpark is 3.5km (7km return).

It is part of the Surf Coast
Walk that extends for 45km from
Fairhaven to Point Impossible
(east of Torquay).

The walk starts near the toilets
at the end of Reserve Road.

CAUTION

Unstable cliffs and rising tide. Please
keep to the track for your safety and
to protect the vegetation.

Swamp Gum

Discovering the

Aireys Inlet Cliff Walk

Painkalac Creek Estuary

Great Egret

Some of the species found here are:

Moonah, White Correa, Silky
Guinea Flower, Thyme Rice-flower,
Slender Velvet Bush, Coast Beard-
heath, Coast Flax-lily, Paper Flower,
Boobialla, Coast Everlasting, Coast
Daisy-bush, Seaberry Saltbush
and Sea Box.



Step Beach to
Sandy Gully / 1km

This gently undulating section of the
walk, which follows along the cliff
top, has benefitted from consistent
removal of environmental weeds by
volunteer groups.

The Friends of Aireys Inlet Coastal
Reserve, (a sub-group of ANGAIR)
have held regular monthly working
bees since 1991. They have pushed
back the dense post-fire takeover by
Coast Tea-tree from the immediate
environs of the Cliff Walk encouraging
the re-establishment of many
indigenous species.

The lookout between Step Beach and
Smelly Beach is a spot to view the
coastline from the Eagle Rock Marine
Sanctuary to the Point Addis Marine
National Park, some 12km to the
northeast.

The next lookout at “Land’s End” is
the highest point on the Cliff Walk
and provides a good view of the rock
platforms below. In good weather,
Arthurs Seat on the Mornington
Peninsula, can be seen a little to the
north of east. Watch for whales in
the winter months.

The popular Sandy Gully Beach is
easily accessed via steps on each
side of the gully.

Sandy Gully to Sunnymead
car park / 1.4km

For about 200m the track stays
close to the cliffs and then enters a
botanically diverse and interesting
area of relatively pure indigenous
coastal vegetation punctuated by
viewing points.

After crossing Sandy Gully turn sharp
right and follow the winding track
past the beach access steps and up to
Reef Lookout. Off-shore at low tide
you may see the white water of Eagle
Nest Reef. Further along, there is a seat
on a rather bare headland from where
Point Roadknight and Point Addis
are usually visible, and on clear days
Barwon Bluff can be seen.

The car park (in two sections) at the
end of Boundary Road marks the end
of the Cliff Walk. There is information
about the cliffs and their fragile nature
on a board before the well-defined
track continues down to Sunnymead
Beach. Beginning at a point 85m
further along the beach, a walking
track continues on to Urquhart Bluff.

White-faced Heron

Small-leaved Clematis

Slender Velvet-bush

Little Pied Cormorant

Nankeen Kestrel

White Correa

Split Point Circuit
Track / 300m

Painkalac Creek to
Lighthouse / 400m

Lighthouse to Step
Beach / 300m

The walk description starts at the
picnic and parking area at the
Painkalac Creek mouth.

The Cliff Walk is on the land of the
indigenous Wadawurrung people,
who called the area Mangowak after
the swans on the estuary. Escaped
convict William Buckley spent some
time living with the aborigines in
this area.

After some 200m, you will come to
Loutit Bay Lookout with distant views
of the Otway Ranges and southern
coast. The foreshore vegetation along
the cliff edge from here to Split Point
escaped the 1983 fire.

At the start, look across the estuary
to the sand dunes and the colourful
limestone cliffs. The Painkalac
estuary is described as ‘intermittent’
since a sand bar often blocks the
entrance.

Continue along the track for a
further 100m to the cairn marking
the grave of Thomas and Martha
Pearse, early pioneers of this district
who purchased and occupied the
original Angahook run. The adjacent
slate-roofed house was originally
the residence of the head lighthouse
keeper but is now privately owned.

The lighthouse has been operating
since 1891 and is regularly open for
small group guided tours.
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This short diversion includes lookouts
with distant views to Lorne and
the Otway Ranges with Eagle Rock
and Table Rock in the foreground.
Eagle Rock displays striking orange
limestone above a basalt stratum. Table
Rock is a black basalt platform that has
been levelled by constant waves.

Along Federal Street, past the former
lighthouse keepers’ cottages, there is
a café in the building that formerly
served as the lighthouse stables.

Soon after the junction with
Lighthouse Road you will come to
two viewing points next to the parking
area overlooking Step Beach. At low
tide, these give great views over the
rock platforms, rock pools and cliffs.
At the end of the carpark, you can
detour to the beach via a zigzag set
of 131 steps that provide access to
the Eagle Rock Marine Sanctuary.

The outlook from Split Point
includes the 17.9ha Eagle Rock
Marine Sanctuary bounded by
Sentinel Rock and Castle Rock.
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